
MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING OF THE 

BOARD OF PARK COMMISSIONERS OF DECATUR PARK 

DISTRICT, MACON COUNTY, ILLINOIS, HELD AT 

DECATUR PARK DISTRICT ADMINISTRATION OFFICE 

620 E. RIVERSIDE AVENUE, DECATUR, ILLINOIS 

AT 12:00 NOON ON THE 17th DAY OF NOVEMBER, 2021 

 

The Board of Park Commissioners of the Decatur Park District, Macon County, Illinois, met 

in a regular session on Wednesday, the 17th of November, 2021 at the hour of 12:00 Noon at 

the Decatur Park District Administration Office, 620 E. Riverside Avenue, Decatur, Illinois at 

which time and place there were present the following officers and members of said Board:  

 

                                    Stacey Young, President 

                                    Bob Brilley, II, Vice President 

                                    Dr. Kristin White, Commissioner 

                        Chris Harrison, Commissioner  

                        Matt Whitehead, Commissioner 

 

A quorum of the members of the Board of Park Commissioners being present, President 

Young called the meeting to order and declared the Board to be in session for the transaction 

of business.  

 

The Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States was recited.  

 

NO. 16121 A motion to approve items 1-3 on the Consent Agenda was made by 

Commissioner Harrison and seconded by Commissioner Whitehead. All voted aye. 

 

1. Minutes and Executive Session Minutes of the Previous Meeting 

        2. Bills for Approval 

        3. Approval of Updated Language to Decatur Park District Personnel Manual 

 

PRESENTATION Cathy Mansur, MCK CPA’s & Advisors presented the FY20-21 audited 

financial statements. Cathy expressed the audit went smooth and all finance staff did a 

wonderful job. She reviewed various elements of the report with the Board and then thanked 

the Decatur Park District. CFO, Kristin Sowa indicated the audit is a monumental task that 

takes a vast amount of time. She added that the District’s success (both related to completion 

of the audit and overall financial health) is because of the hard work of the entire Decatur 

Park District staff. President Young added duly noted and completely agreed with Kristin. 

Thank you to Cathy and the Decatur Park District staff. 

 

NO. 16122 Staff requested approval of a lease agreement with New Era Signs for the 

maintenance building at the former Scovill Golf Course. This lease is a simple renewal of the 

original lease with a 2% increase in monthly rent and the addition of a thirty-day termination 

clause. A motion was made by Commissioner Brilley and seconded by Commissioner Dr. 

White. All voted aye.  

 



CFO HR & Risk Manager Kristi Orrick has been working on the all employee mandatory 

annual benefits meeting. This meeting will be held November 18th at the Scovill Zoo 

Education Center.  

 

IT Coordinator Zach Bollhorst will be converting the old e-mail version of Microsoft 

Exchange 2010 to Exchange 365. This will take place Friday, November 19th and Saturday, 

November 20th. This will cause an email outage for the Decatur Park District beginning 

Friday evening and will most likely be down until Sunday. 

  

Staff is currently working on the facility fees and should have them ready to present to the 

Board of Commissioners in January 2022.  

 

Kristin and Kristi have been researching OSHA’S Emergency Temporary Standard (ETS) 

mandating that all employers with 100 or more employees require either proof of vaccination 

against COVID-19 or that unvaccinated employees submit to weekly COVID-19 testing and 

how this will impact the Decatur Park District. The mandate was issued Friday, November 5th 

and on November 6th a federal appeals court had granted a nationwide stay of the ETS. If this 

stay does get lifted the District will be subject to either this guidance or stricter guidance if the 

State of Illinois were to issue more stringent guidelines. This will be a significant 

recordkeeping undertaking.  

 

RECREATION Kid’s Fest hosted by Neuhoff media was held at the DISC last weekend. 

This event went well and had a good turnout. 

 

Staff continue to promote the DISC and find creative ways to encourage new members. The 

current promotion is the High Five Club, recruit 5 members to join and receive a 1-year 

membership free.  

 

Devon Amphitheater General Manager, Mike Wilcott is currently working on scheduling the 

bands to be presented for the 2022 season.  

 

The Turkey Trot will be November 20, 2021 at 8am. Currently there are 160 participants 

registered. This is a great number to have pre-registered.  

 

The Senior Thanksgiving lunch at the Scovill Activity Center was yesterday, November 16th. 

There were over 80 seniors in attendance. They played bingo and had a catered lunch from 

Basket Case.  

 

The Trees on Tees event continues to sell tickets. There are over 9600 tickets sold at this time. 

Staff opened more ticket slots to accommodate the high demand. Director of Marketing, 

Karalee added currently there are 60 tree sponsors and the community is owning it and loving 

it with the Decatur Park District. It is amazing to see!  

 

AIRPORT Exciting news for the Decatur Airport! Skywest has been selected from the U.S. 

Department of Transportation to continue to provide Essential Air Service (EAS) for the 

Decatur Airport. This will be a three-year term from February 1, 2022 through January 31, 

2025.  

 



The Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) recently conducted on-site safety inspections and 

found no discrepancies. Director Wright expressed what a great job the staff does and is proud 

of them.   

 

OPERATIONS Park crews continue to winterize parks and facilities. East side crews have 

been busy hanging lights for Trees on the Tees. Decatur Building and Trades came out last 

weekend to help hang lights for the event. 

 

The Decatur Park District fleet department has been moving equipment and vehicles to start 

to winterize and maintain for the winter.  

 

Horticulture staff are keeping up on their normal fall routine along with helping out at 

Hickory Point Golf Course. Trees on Tees is the main focus for all crews at this time. 

 

 

COMMISSIONER COMMENTS  

 

Commissioner Whitehead Kudos to all staff preparing for the audit and receiving a good 

audit report.  

 

Commissioner Dr. White Agreed with Commissioner Whitehead and added good luck to 

Clay and all staff during the Trees on Tees event.  

 

Commissioner Brilley Happy Thanksgiving!  

 

President Young Thank you to Cathy Mansur from MCK and to Kristin, Laura, Kristi and 

staff for the good work. There is a need for executive session.  

 

At approximately 12:54 p.m., Commissioner Whitehead made and Commissioner Harrison 

seconded a motion to move into executive session. Upon call of the roll, all voted aye.  

 

A motion to adjourn executive session and return to open session was made Commissioner 

Whitehead, seconded by Commissioner Dr. White and unanimously approved.  

 

A motion to adjourn the open session was made by Commissioner Whitehead and seconded 

by Commissioner Dr. White and unanimously approved.    

 

 

                                                                                /s/ 

                                                                                President, Board of Park Commissioners 

/s/        

Secretary, Board of Park Commissioners                                     

 


