
MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING OF THE 

BOARD OF PARK COMMISSIONERS OF DECATUR PARK 

DISTRICT, MACON COUNTY, ILLINOIS, HELD AT 

DECATUR PARK DISTRICT ADMINISTRATION OFFICE 

620 E. RIVERSIDE AVENUE, DECATUR, ILLINOIS 

AT 12:00 NOON ON THE 20th DAY OF OCTOBER, 2021 

 

The Board of Park Commissioners of the Decatur Park District, Macon County, Illinois, met 

in a regular session on Wednesday, the 20th of October, 2021 at the hour of 12:00 Noon at the 

Decatur Park District Administration Office, 620 E. Riverside Avenue, Decatur, Illinois at 

which time and place there were present the following officers and members of said Board:  

 

                                    Stacey Young, President 

                                    Dr. Kristin White, Commissioner  

                        Chris Harrison, Commissioner  

                        Matt Whitehead, Commissioner   

 

                        Absent: Bob Brilley, II, Vice President 

 

A quorum of the members of the Board of Park Commissioners being present, President 

Young called the meeting to order and declared the Board to be in session for the transaction 

of business.  

 

The Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States was recited.  

 

NO. 16116 After a brief discussion on several bills a motion to approve items 1-3 on the 

Consent Agenda was made by Commissioner Dr. White and seconded by Commissioner 

Harrison. All voted aye. 

 

1. Minutes and Executive Session Minutes of the Previous Meeting 

        2. Bills for Approval 

        3. Designation of Delegate to Serve at the IAPD Annual Business Meeting 

 

NO. 16117 Staff requested approval of a five – year agreement for Consultant Services with 

Hanson Professional Services Inc. Every five years the FAA requires airports to perform an 

open engineering selection process for engineering services. The selection process is 

administered on our behalf by the Division of Aeronautics. Hanson was the only respondent 

during the selection process and has been providing engineering services to our airport since 

the 1960’s. Rob Waller from Hanson attended the meeting and offered his appreciation 

working with the Decatur Airport and Director Tim Wright. A motion was made by 

Commissioner Whitehead and seconded by Commissioner Harrison. All voted aye.  

 

NO. 16118 Staff requested approval of the purchase of a new Foley reel grinder and Foley 

bedknife grinder in the amount of $68,992 from MTI Distributing. These grinders are 

operated to sharpen the reel mowers used on our golf courses and athletic fields. This 

purchase will be made with existing Capital Funds and through the joint purchasing contract 

with Omnia partners. After a brief discussion a motion was made by Commissioner 

Whitehead and seconded by Commissioner Dr. White. All voted aye.  



 

CFO The Decatur Park District has begun to receive the weekly early taxable value reports 

from the County Accessors Office. Early indications are that we should be anticipating an 

increase in overall EAV.  

 

As a follow up from the previous board meeting regarding the utilization of the Capital One 

credit card as method of payment, during fiscal year 20-21 the Park District received $16,000 

in rebates by using the Capital One card as a form of payment. This was reflected in the 

General Fund as revenue. Thank you to Laura Cooper for heading up this process. President 

Young added thank you Laura great job! 

 

Kristi is currently working on policy updates.  

 

Finance staff continue to work on the 10-year Capital plan.  

 

RECREATION Numbers were a little lighter Friday at Boo at the Zoo due to the weather. 

On Saturday there were 2400 tickets sold. Currently to date there have been 6200 tickets sold 

for this event. October 22nd the Performing Company from the Arts department will be 

performing at Boo at the Zoo. The performers have created their own costumes and learned a 

routine to perform throughout the evening. Megan and her staff have taken care of getting all 

the volunteers needed for the Zoo that evening.  

 

The Devon season is wrapped up. The last rental was Decatur’s Got Talent on October 16th. 

Mike is now working on next seasons line up.  

 

This season the Arts department will offer Shrek the Musical Jr. for Perform! There will be a 

free audition workshop November 12th.  

 

The DISC held a day camp for Columbus Day. Eleven kids were in attendance.  

 

Elementary basketball starts next Tuesday at the DISC. This program is supported by the 

Golden K and a joint partnership between the Decatur Public School District #61 and Decatur 

Park District. An estimated two-hundred 6th graders take part in this program. The Park 

District provides full-sized courts, spectator seating, referees and scoreboards.   

 

The Pickle at the DISC tourney is scheduled for Saturday, October 30th and Sunday, October 

31st. Currently there are 24 players signed up.  

 

Parents Night Out is November 13th.  

 

Staff will have final numbers for the Devon Amphitheater and Splash Cove by early 

November. As of now the preliminary numbers are looking great. Chief Financial Officer 

Sowa added both facilities will out perform the budget.   

 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR The Decatur Park District received the Best of the Best Arts in 

the Park award on Friday, October 15th in Galena. Arts Manager Megan Dickerson, 

Community Member Tim Hoffman and I attended.  

 



On Tuesday, October 26th Golden K will present a check at the Decatur Indoor Sports Center 

for the Elementary Basketball program. Golden K contributes nearly five-thousand dollars 

annually to help fund the program.  

 

OPERATIONS This week Park staff have been loading purchased materials and disposing of 

excess materials left over from the recent auction.  

 

Horticulture staff have started their fall routine cutting back vegetation and grinding tree 

stumps to fill in the holes with dirt.  

 

Parks staff will begin the process this week of hanging lights for Trees on the Tees.  

 

The request was submitted to the Illinois Department of Transportation (IDOT) for the 

reallocation of funds from the Twin Bridges Road project to the Faries Park Road. IDOT has 

since approved it. Thank you to Commissioner Brilley for connecting Executive Director 

Gerhard with Mike Carrigan.   

 

AIRPORT The Decatur Regional Chamber of Commerce (DRCC) is holding a Milestone 

Anniversary event at the Decatur Airport Gaitros Aviation LLC Hangar Thursday, October 

21st. The DRCC will present a plaque to the Decatur Airport for serving the community for 75 

years. The keynote speaker will be Keni Thomas, Army Ranger “Black Hawk Down”.  

 

Tuesday a part of the runway will be closed temporarily due to regular crack filling 

maintenance.  

 

The City will have a portion of Airport Road shut down near Harrison and the four way stop 

for road repairs. This has created a traffic delay.  

 

Gaitros has begun to add solar panels to his hangar.  

 

COMMISSIONER COMMENTS  

 

President Young There is a need for executive session.   

 

At approximately 12:32 p.m., Commissioner Whitehead made and Commissioner Harrison 

seconded a motion to move into executive session. Upon call of the roll, all voted aye.  

 

A motion to adjourn executive session and return to open session was made Commissioner 

Harrison, seconded by Commissioner Whitehead and unanimously approved.  

 

A motion to adjourn the open session was made by Commissioner Dr. White and seconded by 

Commissioner Whitehead and unanimously approved.    

 

 

                                                                                /s/ Stacey Young 

                                                                                President, Board of Park Commissioners 

/s/ Melanie Moore          

Secretary, Board of Park Commissioners                                     



 


