D E C AT U R PA R K D I S T R I C T A N N U A L R E P O R T

2017 Highlights
Scovill Zoo Marks 50th Anniversary

Permanent Sculpture Completed at Scovill Sculpture Park

2017 marked Scovill Zoo’s 50th anniversary.
Celebrations included a “Golden Egg” Critter
Egg Hunt in partnership with Team Soy, Neuhoff
Media, and the Children’s Museum of Illinois, as well as a Chamber After
Hours Open House. DCC Marketing generously donated a 50th anniversary logo, new
TV commercial, building wrap, Facebook posts, floor graphics, banners, ads, posters, and
flyers. Decatur Blue printed the materials free of charge.

The permanent sculpture at the entrance to the Scovill Sculpture Park was unveiled
during a community ceremony on October 11. Entitled “Learning Curve,” the piece by
local artist Aaron McIntosh appears to be peeled up from the ground to reveal something
hidden beneath. McIntosh’s desire was to see local artistry unearthed, put on display,
and reflected in all directions. The heavy, unpolished steel structure is a tribute to our
local workforce, he said. “A strong labor backbone gives our community a framework
upon which all can enjoy the arts.”

Trees for Tomorrow

Buffett Photo Gallery Enhances Scovill Zoo

A new partnership between CN EcoConnexions From the Ground UP, the Decatur Parks
Foundation, and the Decatur Park District will help beautify our community’s parks. Thanks
to CN’s $25,000 investment in the Foundation’s Trees for Tomorrow program, 240 new
trees were planted in parks across Decatur. The grant was secured with assistance from
ADM and City Limitless.

Thanks to a gift from the Howard G. Buffett Foundation, Scovill Zoo now hosts a breathtaking exhibit of animal photographs captured by Howard Buffett during his visits to
Africa, Asia, North America, and South America. Recipient of multiple international
humanitarian and conservation awards, Mr. Buffett provides a rare glimpse of animals
in the wild.

DMH Outdoor Fitness Station

High Ropes Course Opens at Overlook Adventure Park

On November 13, the “DMH Fitness Station” was unveiled in Nelson Park. The outdoor
workout area, featuring 24 different exercise machines, was made possible thanks to a
Department of Natural Resources OSLAD grant and a generous gift from the Decatur
Memorial Foundation.

The only course of its kind in Central Illinois, the Sky Trail high ropes course at Overlook
Adventure Park puts climbers 25 feet above the ground, soaring above the zoo-inspired
mini golf course. Thirty-three challenges include a tightrope, rickety bridges, balance
beam and 68-foot zip line. A 9-obstacle Tots Course is also available for young climbers.

ZooMu Pass Combines Benefits of Scovill Zoo and Children’s Museum

Redbird Rookies “Dexter Fowler Field” Unveiled at Hess Park

A new collaboration with the Children’s Museum will benefit families by enabling the
purchase of a single pass for both entities. The ZooMu Pass includes zoo and museum admission every day of the regular season, discounts on parties, camps, classes, train rides
and carousel tickets, 4 museum “Make Space” coupons, 4 Z.O.&O. Express Train tickets,
and 4 sno-cones at the zoo.

Runner Friendly Community Distinction Continues
On February 14, members of the Decatur Running Club gathered at the DISC to commemorate the extension of Decatur’s designation as a Runner Friendly Community. With
this award, the Road Runners Club of America shines a national spotlight on communities
that stand out as runner friendly, which improves the quality of life, economic impact, and
physical activity for residents. Decatur was first named a Runner Friendly Community in
2012.

Did You Know?
In 2017, the Decatur Park District maintained a PDRMA excellent Level A membership
status. This rating represents our continued commitment to the prevention of unforeseen
injury and the ongoing safety of employees and patrons.
Despite a challenging economic climate, the Park District has maintained a Standard &
Poors stable AA- bond rating for 9 consecutive years.
The Decatur Park District spends an average of $30,000 each year to repair damage
caused by vandalism. The Park Watch program offers rewards for information leading
to the arrest of individuals responsible for these crimes. If you witness suspicious activity
or have a tip, call 422-5911. You will remain anonymous.
In 2017, volunteers donated 16,274 hours to Scovill Zoo, parks, recreation programs,
arts performances, Special Recreation events, soccer tournaments, and golf tournaments.
We are grateful for their service!
In partnership with the Illinois State Board of Education, the Park District provided 42,297
meals and snacks at 25 Summer Lunch Program sites, including Old King’s Orchard and
the Boys & Girls Club.
The Park District hosted major soccer, tennis, softball, and golf tournaments, as well as the
IHSA Class A and AA girls’ golf championships and cross country sectionals, contributing
to 3,033 room nights and over $700,000 in community tourism benefits.

On July 25, the Decatur Park Board, DMH CEO Tim Stone, Mayor Julie Moore-Wolfe,
Redbird Rookies families, and community leaders were joined by representatives of
Cardinals Care for the unveiling of a new ball diamond at Hess Park. “Dexter Fowler
Field,” the 23rd field paid for by Cardinals Care (the philanthropic arm of the St. Louis
Cardinals organization), includes a solar powered scoreboard, home run fence, covered
dugouts, turf infield, and irrigation system. All Decatur Park District youth baseball and
softball leagues will use the field, but the Redbird Rookies will have priority on this
exciting new diamond. The Redbird Rookies program is a partnership between the Park
District and DMH that has benefited over 3,000 local youth since 2008.

DISC Hosts Community Hands-Only CPR Training
On World Heart Day, September 29, the American Heart Association and DMH joined
the DISC in presenting a free hands-only CPR training session in the main gym. The Heart
Association also named several DISC employees “HeartSaver Heroes” for taking quick
action and performing CPR on a DISC member who had fallen ill.

Community Partners
Thanks to our valued community partners, the Decatur Park District is able to enhance the
health, fitness, education, and quality of life for all in the greater Decatur area.
The educational component of our summer park programming is made possible by ADM;
DMH is our valued golf partner; Scovill Zoo is supported by the generosity of Team Soy
Capital; athletic programs and Staley Striders are made possible thanks to the financial
support of Tate & Lyle; and our summer lunch program, scholarship program, and zoo
camps benefit from contributions from Ameren. A long-term partnership with Millikin
University affords shared facilities like the DISC, as well as professionals in golf, sports,
and the arts. Neuhoff Media is our valued media partner. Midwest Fiber is presenting
sponsor of MidState Soccer Club.

Looking Forward
For 94 years, the Park District has fulfilled our community’s needs for physical well-being,
productive leisure activities, and outdoor parks and recreation spaces. 2018 will be a
year of growth, as we begin construction of the Nelson Park amphitheater, water park at
Overlook Adventure Park, and train extension at Scovill Zoo. Collaborations with the City
of Decatur, Neuhoff Media, DPS#61 and other partners will ensure the continued expansion of activities and events, benefiting local residents and visitors to our community.

The Decatur Park District was proud recipient of the following 2017 H&R Readers’
Choice Awards. Favorite Weekend Activity: #1 Overlook Adventure Park, #2 DISC.
Child-Friendly Place: #2 Scovill Zoo. Best Place for Kids’ Party: #2 Scovill Zoo, #3 DISC.
Best Public Golf Course: #1 Hickory Point, #2 Red Tail Run. Best Golf Pro: #1 Kurt Rogers. Best Place for a First Date: #3 Overlook Adventure Park. Hickory Point Golf Course
was #2 Best Banquet Facility and #3 Best Wedding Venue. The DISC was #1 Best Sports
Complex, and #3 Best Health Club/Gym. Thank you for your support!
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