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2016 Highlights
Park District Introduces Lacrosse to Decatur!
Thanks to support from US Lacrosse, the Park District developed our community’s first  
lacrosse program in March. Over the spring, recreation professionals from the DISC vis-
ited 110 P.E. classes at 17 schools, introducing 2,500 Decatur & Macon County students 
to the sport. The program expanded rapidly into holiday clinics and year-round leagues. 
In June, DISC assistant manager/lacrosse head coach Tony Albertina was honored with 
an appointment to the board of the Illinois Chapter of US Lacrosse. 

Rotten Easter Egg Hunt Benefits Youth Arts & Recreation Programs
Hundreds of glow-in-the-dark eggs were scattered across the Scovill Golf Course lawn 
on April 1 during the inaugural, adults-only Rotten Easter Egg Hunt. The unique fundraiser 
for youth arts & recreation programs included music, karaoke, pizza, bags, a night-time 
Easter egg hunt, and prizes.  

Decatur Park District Named National Gold Medal Finalist
In May, the Park District was named a National Recreation & Park Association (NRPA) 
Gold Medal Award finalist. The Gold Medal program honors communities that demon-
strate excellence in parks and recreation through long-range planning, resource man-
agement, volunteerism, environmental stewardship, program development, professional 
development, and agency recognition. A finalist in Class IV (communities with a popula-
tion of 30,001 - 75,000), Decatur competed against Bismarck ND, Olympia WA, and 
Springfield, OR. 

Golf Manager Kurt Rogers Earns PGA 
In October, Kurt Rogers earned distinction as a PGA profes-
sional, following completion of the PGA Professional Golf  
Management Apprentice Program. This 3-level, multi-year  
process included coursework in customer relations, business 
planning, merchandising, fleet management, turf management, 
club fitting, and advanced player development/teaching. Also 
required was the PGA Playing Ability Test, which he  completed 
in 2010 in Las Vegas. A Park District employee since 1981, he 
holds the course records at Hickory Point (61), Scovill (59), and 
Red Tail Run (67). 

Red Tail Run Golf Club Celebrates its First Decade
2016 marked the 10th anniversary of Red Tail Run Golf Club by Raymond Floyd. In May, a  
special Zoo Open outing featured a bagpipe send-off, and National Golf Day high-
lighted the benefits of golf to our community. This challenging signature course continues 
to mature and improve, making it one of the most popular in Decatur. 

MidState Soccer Club Grows Players
For 16 years, MidState Soccer Club has provided the community’s highest-caliber coach-
ing and training so that players’ achievements are limited only by their own drive and 
efforts to excel. In 2016, 240 players enjoyed Little Kritters, 800+ participated in the 
MYSL program, 300 enhanced their skills in the Youth Academy, 5 made an ODP state 
or regional team, and 6 played in U.S. Soccer developmental academies. To date, 57 
players have continued their soccer careers in college.  

DMH Shares Butterflies with Scovill Zoo 
The 2016 Zoo-rific Evening at Scovill Zoo kicked off with the unveiling of a beautiful new 
display at Scovill Zoo, featuring 15 butterflies permanently loaned to Decatur Memorial 
Hospital from the Smithsonian. DMH president & CEO Tim Stone requested the insects to 
commemorate the hospital’s 100th anniversary and pay homage to founder Dr. William 
Barnes, who had amassed the largest collection of butterflies in the world. Stone selected 
Scovill Zoo as the butterflies’ permanent home so they would be shared with children in 
our community. 

80th Anniversary of Lantern Parade and Yellow Hat Program
On August 3, the annual Lantern Parade was bigger and better, thanks to a reunion 
marking 80 years of the Yellow Hat program and its popular, end-of-summer event. 
Children from summer programs at 12 neighborhood parks were joined by current and 
former Yellow Hats for a picnic meal, magician, activity stations, mobile zoo, jump rope 
demonstration, and parade of homemade lanterns around Dreamland Lake. 

Park Named in Honor of Locke Family
On December 23, the former 31st Street Park (adjacent to DMH CrossFit Enhance) was 
named for the Judy & Dick Locke family, recognizing decades of dedication and impact 
in the field of parks & recreation. For over 30 years, Judy has been involved in hundreds 
of Park District events, activities and accomplishments, including Project Playgrounds I & 
II, the Endangered Species Carousel, Locke Family zebras, partnerships with MU and the 
Children’s Museum, construction of the DISC, and golf course renovations, to name a few. 
She served as a Park Commissioner from 1983 - 2003, President of the Decatur Parks 
Foundation from 1983 - 2014, and president of the board for the Illinois Association of 
Park Districts in 2000.

Did You Know?
In 2016, the Decatur Park District maintained a PDRMA excellent Level A membership 
status. This rating represents our continued commitment to the prevention of unforeseen 
injury and the ongoing safety of employees and patrons. 

Despite a challenging economic climate, the Park District has maintained a Standard & 
Poors stable AA- bond rating for 8 consecutive years. 

The Decatur Park District spends an average of $30,000 each year to repair damage 
caused by vandalism. The Park Watch program offers rewards for information leading 
to the arrest of individuals responsible for these crimes. If you witness suspicious activity 
or have a tip, call 422-5911. You will remain anonymous. 

In 2016, volunteers donated 16,274 hours to Scovill Zoo, parks, recreation programs, 
arts performances, Special Recreation events, soccer tournaments, and golf tournaments. 
We are grateful for their service!

In partnership with the Illinois State Board of Education, the Park District provided 42,297 
meals and snacks at 25 Summer Lunch Program sites, including Old King’s Orchard and 
the Boys & Girls Club.

The Park District hosted major soccer, tennis, softball, and golf tournaments, as well as the 
IHSA Class A and AA girls’ golf championships and cross country sectionals, contributing 
to 3,033 room nights and over $700,000 in community tourism benefits. 

The Decatur Park District was proud recipient of the following 2016 H&R Readers’ Choice 
Awards: #1 Best Central IL Golf Course - Scovill; #2 Best Central IL Golf Course - Red 
Tail Run; #3 Best Central IL Golf Course - Scovill; #1 Best Golf Pro - Kurt Rogers; #3 
Best Golf Pro - Joe Hammel; #1 Favorite Weekend Activity - Scovill Zoo; #3 Favorite 
Weekend Activity - Decatur Park District; #1 Best Sports Complex - DISC; #2 Best Child-
Friendly Place - Scovill Zoo; #3 Best Place for a First Date - Overlook Adventure Park; 
#2 Best Wedding Venue, #3 Best Banquet Facility, and #3 Best Event Facility - Hickory 
Point Banquet Facility. Thank you for your support!
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Community Partners 
Thanks to our valued community partners, the Decatur Park District is able to enhance the 
health, fitness, education, and quality of life for all in the greater Decatur area.

The educational component of our summer park programming is made possible by ADM; 
DMH is our valued golf partner; Scovill Zoo is supported by the generosity of Team Soy 
Capital; athletic programs and Staley Striders are made possible thanks to the financial 
support of Tate & Lyle; and our summer lunch program, scholarship program, and zoo 
camps benefit from contributions from Ameren. A long-term partnership with Millikin 
University affords shared facilities like the DISC, as well as professionals in golf, sports, 
and the arts. Neuhoff Media and WAND are valued media partners. Midwest Fiber is 
presenting sponsor of MidState Soccer Club. 

Looking Forward 
For 93 years, the Park District has worked to fulfill our community’s needs for physi-
cal well-being, productive leisure activities, and outdoor parks and recreation spaces. 
2017will bring exciting new opportunities as we continue expansion of the Stevens Creek 
bike trail and collaborate with the City of Decatur, Neuhoff Media, and other community 
partners in creating family-friendly activities and events at Lakeshore Landing in Nelson 
Park.


