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Philosophy 

Illini United is a Decatur Park District Volleyball Club that has been established to 

provide a positive learning environment for athletes in 6th -12th grade who have a 

passion for the game of volleyball and are looking to improve their skills. We strive 

to provide each player with unparalleled instruction to build their character, 

development of skills and sportsmanship. At the same time we look to provide a fun 

and nurturing environment for our volleyball players so they are able to reach their 

maximum playing abilities. Illini United VBC is affiliated with Junior Volleyball 

Association (JVA) and coaching staff consists of qualified area coaches and Millikin 

University volleyball players.  

 

Common Questions 
 

How many tournaments will we be attending? 

High school club will participate in at least 5 tournaments. Four of them are in 

Central Illinois and 1 is out of the area and will consist of an overnight stay. Junior 

high club will play in at least 3 in the Central Illinois area. The junior high season 

is much shorter, so that’s why there is a difference in the amount of tournaments. 

 

Why don’t we have a set schedule at tryouts? 

Tryouts determine the number of teams we form as a club and their age divisions. 

Once we know this information, we can submit registration forms for each team 

participating in a tournament. 

 

How many times do the teams practice and when? 

Practice times will depend on available gym space at the Decatur Indoor Sports 

Center (DISC) and the number of teams formed. Practices are usually for 2 hours 

for high school club and 1.5 hours for junior high club. The goal is to practice two 

times per week. High school club will also have cross training 2 times per month. 

 

How will we know if our child has made a team? 

The Illini United roster will be posted within one week of tryouts on the Decatur 

Park District website and an email will be sent to the parent email address listed on 

the registration form. Teams will consist of 8-10 players. 

 

What do we do when our child accepts a position on a team? 

You’ll need to sign and submit the Payment Plan form along with the full club fee or 

first payment to the DISC, sign the Player and Parent Agreement and complete the 

JVA Medical and Liability forms at www.allplayers.com. 
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Player and Parent Rules and Guidelines 

Player 

 
 Players should have a positive attitude at all times toward coaches, 

teammates, parents and officals. 

 Players should understand that practice is the place to gain the most 

instruction and experience. Tournament play is only a supplement to 

participating in the Illini United VBC.  

 Every athlete is guaranteed practice time. Playing time is earned during 

practice. Coaches will determine playing time based on each player’s skill 

level, position and work ethic.  

 Equal playing time at tournaments is not guaranteed. If an athlete is 

unhappy with her playing time, it is her responsibility to set up a time with 

the coach to discuss the situation at an appropriate time. This issue should 

never be addressed during practice or during a tournament. Parents should 

refrain from addressing coaches about playing time - it is the athlete’s 

responsibility.  

 It is the philosophy of the Illini United VBC program to develop respect, 

discipline and a positive self-image in each of our athletes. It is important 

that each player understands the concept of being a part of a “team”. 

 If you must miss a practice, you must inform your coach by phone a minimum 

of 24 hours in advance so they may plan practice accordingly. 

 Players should arrive at practice at least 15 minutes early in order to warm 

up. Each coach may also have their own rules pertaining to their practices. 

 At tournaments, each player is required to contribute to the team work 

schedule (officiating) on an equal basis. This means that each player will 

remain with the team until all work assignments are completed. Early 

departure from tournaments is not allowed without permission from the head 

coach. 

 If a problem arises, we ask the player to first try to settle it with the coach. 

However, this should not be done during a match. If you are not satisfied, 

notify the club director and a joint meeting will be held with your coach, club 

directors, club director’s supervisor and your parents if necessary. 

 Illini United VBC has a “Zero Tolerance Policy” for underage drinking and 

drug use at any practice or tournament. Violators of this policy will be 

immediately dismissed from the club. 

 Players will receive uniforms from Illini United VBC. Players will be 

responsible for the cost of the uniform if lost or damaged.  

  



 

 

 

 

 

Player and Parent Rules and Guidelines 

Parent 
 

 Parents are responsible for getting their player to and from a tournament on 

time! We typically follow these arrival times: 

 If you’re playing the 1st game, arrive at the facility 1 hour before the 

scheduled pool start time in order to be ready and on the court 

warming up no later than 45 minutes before the game starts. 

 If you’re officiating the 1st game, arrive 30 minutes before the 

scheduled pool starts. 

 We insist at NO TIME during a game or on the day of a tournament, should a 

coach be approached about playing time. If a coach is confronted directly 

during a game, your daughter will be benched for the remainder of the game. 

It will be up to the coach whether the player will be allowed to play during 

the remainder of the tournament. Coaches are instructed to not engage in 

any confrontational conversations with parents about playing time during a 

tournament. 

 Please be prompt to pick up your daughter after practices. 

 Illini United VBC assigns a minimum of one coach per team to hold practices 

and attend tournaments. Each coach is scheduled to make as many of these 

as possible. 

 In the event of player dismissal due to violation of any of our policies, there 

will be no refund due and any remaining balance must be paid. 

 

Payment 
 

Payment must be made in full or 3 installments plus a processing fee to the Decatur 

Park District by check, credit or debit card. 

 

High School Fee - $575 

Junior High Fee - $450 

 

Failure to use the program and services of Illini United VBC shall not relieve payer 
or participant of the obligation to make full payment of the program fee or require 
the Club to issue a refund. If payment is not made or accepted on the date your 
ACH/EFT Draft goes to the bank, or if paying by Credit/Debit card, the date we 
charge your account, you will be charged $25 or the current posted rate. Further, if 
any transactions are returned from the bank, player will be unable to participate in 
the program until the amount owed and service fee is paid in full. 
 

  



 

Player and Parent Agreement 

 
I hereby pledge to provide positive support, care and encouragement for my daughter’s 

participation in the Illini United VBC by following these guidelines: 

 

 I will place the emotional and physical well being of my daughter ahead of my 

personal desire to win.  

 I will support the coaches and officials working with my daughter in order to 

encourage a positive and enjoyable experience for all. 

 I will require my daughter to treat other players, coaches, fans and officials with 

respect, regardless of race, sex or ability. 

 I will encourage good sportsmanship by demonstrating positive support for all 

players, coaches and officials at every tournament and in every game and match. 

Continuous verbal assaults on referees or coaches will not be tolerated. The first 

referee has the power to "expel" an unruly person, coach or player from the 

gymnasium 

 I will demand a sports environment for my daughter that is free of improper 

language, drugs, tobacco and alcohol and will refrain from their use at all Illini 

United VBC events. 

 I will do my very best to make Club Volleyball fun for my daughter by encouraging 

her to go to practice and tournaments with a positive attitude and a willingness to 

learn. 

 I understand that every athlete is guaranteed practice time, but equal playing time 
at tournaments is not guaranteed. Playing time is earned during practice. Coaches 

will determine playing time based on each player’s skill level, position and work 

ethic. 

 If we have concern or questions about our daughter’s playing time, we will first 

discuss it with her to determine if she shares our concern and wants to address it 

with the appropriate coaching staff and/or Director. If she does, we will follow the 

process described below, in order to have the concern addressed: 

1. We will encourage our daughter to discuss the concern with her coach in an 

attempt to resolve the issue. 

2. If the issue persists, we and our daughter will request a meeting with the 

Coach before or after a practice. NO discussions will take place during 

practice times or on days of tournaments. 

3. If concerns still exist from either party, we may request, through the Coach of 

the team, a meeting involving the Club Director, Coach, our daughter and 

ourselves. Whatever decision is made to resolve the matter by the end of this 

meeting will be accepted by all parties and considered closed. 

 

 

__________________________________________________________                __________________  

Player name/signature         Date  

 

__________________________________________________________                __________________  

Parent name/signature         Date  

 

__________________________________________________________                __________________  

Parent name/signature         Date  
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