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Boo at the Zoo

 

Boo Dates/Times

Admission*
$5.50/person - treats
$4.50/person - no treats
FREE for kids under age 2 not 
collecting treats.
*Friends of the Zoo are asked to visit 
Boo at the Zoo free only once. 

Thursday & Friday / 5:30 - 8 p.m.
October 16, 22, 23, 29, & 30

Saturday & Sunday / 3 - 8 p.m.
October 17 – 18 & 24 – 25

Saturday, October 31,
3:00 – 6:00 pm

This is not going to come as a surprise. This has been a very challenging season. In case 
you have not been outside since February there has been this little thing called a 
pandemic that’s been wreaking havoc on the world.  Lives will return to normal, some-
day, we hope.  
At Scovill Zoo we still have hundreds of mouths to feed every day, pandemic or not.  
When COVID-19 started spreading along with 
stay-at-home executive orders from state and federal 
levels the zoo keepers kept cleaning, feeding, and 
enriching the animals at the zoo.  We established a 
three-crew system.  The office staff was a crew 
and the keeper staff split into two crews. Those 
two keeper crews worked separate days. If one 
crew would have contracted the virus, the other 
would still be available to care for the animals.  The office crew would help fill in as 
needed.  The office was definitely quieter during this time but we still needed to be 
available to receive deliveries and shipments of animal food and medications.  It was 
certainly strange to walk through the zoo in April and May without seeing thousands of 
school kids laughing, playing, and learning.  
As we worked towards opening the zoo the plans we were putting in place were chang-
ing almost daily.  How do we sanitize? How do we encourage social distancing? How 
many guests can we allow in the zoo? Through discussion and some creative guessing 
the numbers and protocols were put in place.  
At Scovill Zoo we have plans in place for fire, tornados, injuries, animal escapes and 
more.  We do four live drills each year with staff responding as if there were an actual 
fire, escaped animal, injured guest, or tornado warning.  The practice helps us find 
areas we need to improve.  Additional training is planned and we get better.  A global 
pandemic was not on our list. It has made us discuss staffing needs, other what if 
scenarios, and animal care if all staff are quarantined at home.  
The “silver lining” is:
• Finding new plans and putting them in place.
• Looking at our policies and tweaking where needed.
• Realizing we have weaknesses, analyzing each one and finding solutions with  
 additional training and research. 
We will keep learning, researching, and improving the best we can.  As always, we are 
open to outside input and suggestions. Sometimes an obvious solution is better 
realized with new eyes on the situation.  All this makes us better prepared for the next 
catastrophe and “what if” scenario.  Another ‘silver lining’ would be never having to put 
these plans into action. Masks on and fingers crossed.    

Looking for the Silver Lining
Ken Frye

What will be popular costume be 
this Halloween?  A superhero?  
Something political?  Or a white 
ball with red spores jutting out on 
the sides?  Surely someone is 
going as COVID-19, the scariest 
thing since evil clowns.  At this 
time, we are planning on having 
Boo at the Zoo.  Reservations 
will need to be made on-line to 
ensure distancing.  We are 
planning on allowing 125 people 
every thirty minutes to help 
spread people out.  Watch the 
zoo’s Facebook and Web Page for 
updates on any expanded hours or 
information on the train and 
carousel, which at the time of 
writing the newsletter were still 
closed due to the COVID-19 
restrictions.  
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Training Tawny Frogmouths to Self-feed
Katelyn Huggins

Tawny frogmouths are a small insectivorous bird native to the forests of Australia. The tawny frogmouth spends its days 
perched in the trees. Their plumage is mostly gray with dark brown and black streaks and spots, which helps them blend in 
with the tree bark. These birds are active at night and prefer to sit and wait for prey to come within striking distance. They 
feed mostly on insects, and other invertebrates, but will also occasionally catch small mammals and reptiles. Here at Scovill 
Zoo our two tawny frogmouths Ollie, a ten-year old female, and Waldorf, an eight-year old male, eat small mice, pinkies, 
mealworms and wax worms. Until recently keepers would climb a ladder to offer each frogmouth a small mouse with tongs 
multiple times a day. Over the last two months we have transitioned our frogmouths from 
tong-feeding to self-feeding. 
In the future we hope Waldorf and Ollie will raise chicks. After corresponding with the 
Tawny Frogmouth Species Survival Plan coordinator about breeding and raising chicks, they 
recommended that our birds eat from a food bowl instead of being fed with tongs. This 
would ensure the birds would be better prepared to feed a chick if they are eating on their 
own and would be able to self-regulate their weights. So we came up with a plan for 
Waldorf and Ollie’s transition to self-feeding. 
Our first goal was to draw the birds’ eyes to the food bowl. Waxworms and mealworms 
were offered in a bowl attached to a branch in the enclosure. The movement of the worms 
in the bowl must have caught the frogmouths’ eyes overnight because the next morning all 
the worms were gone. The tawny frogmouths consistently ate most of the worms for a few 
nights. We reduced the number of mice that were tong-fed to each bird for a few days in an 
attempt to encourage the birds to eat mice from the bowl. The pair were weighed regularly 
so we could monitor them closely during the transition.The next night a small thawed mouse 
was added to the food bowl with the mealworms. We hoped that when the birds were 
striking at the mealworms in the bowl they might accidently strike the mouse in the bowl and eat the mouse. For a few days 
the frogmouths did not eat the mouse, but did continue to eat the mealworms. To be honest we were a little discouraged 
when we would find the mouse still in the bowl each morning, but we persisted and continued to offer one mouse every 
night. A little over a week later the bowl was empty one morning. We increased the number of mice offered overnight and 
within a few days they were eating three mice overnight. 
We had our suspicions that Waldorf was the one eating the worms and the mice. He was gaining weight and Ollie had lost 
a small amount of weight in a week. We continued to offer Ollie mice from the tongs for a week while we brainstormed ideas 
to encourage her to eat from the bowl. After a few of our first ideas failed, we decided to set up an identical enclosure next 
to the birds’ enclosure and move Waldorf into it. That way we could focus our efforts on Ollie. Waldorf continued to eat well 
after being moved to the adjacent pen. After Waldorf was moved our suspicions were confirmed, Ollie did not eat any of the 
mealworms or mice from the bowl for a few nights. The movement of the worms did not seem to entice Ollie enough to eat 
from the bowl so we offered a few beetles instead of mealworms since they are more mobile. She was not a fan of beetles 
either. As a last ditch effort we offered a small live mouse one night in addition to the thawed mouse. She ate the live mouse 
overnight. We offered a live mouse and a thawed mouse in a bowl for a few days and she continued to eat only the live 
mouse. Eventually she began to eat both mice and we stopped offering her the live mouse, but would still offer the thawed 
mice at the same time in the evening. We did this so she would still expect mice at the same time and possibly strike at any 
mice she saw in the food bowl. She continued to eat thawed mice and we started offering her four a day. We recently moved 
Waldorf back into the enclosure with Ollie and combined the number of mice each bird was eating while separated and those 
mice were put in the bowl. The transition to self-feeding is mostly complete now and we will continue to monitor Waldorf 
and Ollie closely as they continue to eat on their own.  This plan took a lot of coordination and communication between keep-
ers and the curator and we are thrilled both birds are eating well on their own. 
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When business in zoos was disrupted due to Covid-19, the daily care of animals 
remained largely unchanged.  Keepers worked in teams to make sure all animals 
received the same quality of care but were careful to only work along the same staff 
members in case someone had to quarantine.  Veterinary care was still provided for 
the animals, although routine annual exams were pushed off until later dates (just 
like human wellness exams were delayed).  Although there were no visitors to be 
seen, animals were still relaxing and enjoying the spring weather on exhibit.  How-
ever, one aspect of the zoo animal world, animal transfers between different zoos, 
was almost immediately stopped.  
Animal transfers are extremely important in zoo management. Animal Species 
Survival Plans (SSPs) develop breeding and transfer recommendations based on 
genetic diversity and the needs of the zoo and the species.  Zoos that are opening 
or closing exhibits need to receive or send out those individuals. So when zoos were 
closed and flights were cancelled, all zoo transfers stopped as well.  Animals that 
needed to be moved out were then in a holding pattern and important breeding 
recommendations were not able to be met. Zoos were not generating income, so 
money was being utilized for the general care of the animals, such as food and 
keepers, without extra income to go towards animal shipments. Spring is an ideal 
shipping time (not too hot, not too cold), so those great shipping months were 
wasted during the shut-down.  The good news is that animal transfers have started 

Getting Animals to the Zoo
Heather Purdeu

again.  The SSPs are working with- 
institutions to catch up with breeding 
recommendations with hopes that we 
haven’t completely lost entire breeding 
seasons this year. A lot of zoos are 
driving animals to other zoos, if possible, 
while the airline industry catches up and 
starts adding more flights.  We were able 
to drive down and pick up four cheetahs 
this spring at the Fossil Rim Wildlife 
Center. We delivered our two males to the same institution to be used in breeding for 
the survival of the cheetah species. Scovill Zoo is even working on some potential 
new acquisitions right now while the weather starts to get cooler! Hopefully by next 
season, you will be able to walk through Scovill Zoo and see some of our new arrivals!

Goldie the Tarantula Lizzie Van Ert

My favorite group of animals is ARTHROPODS!! Arthropods include animals that 
many people don’t seem to be too fond of, like scorpions and spiders. We have this 
amazing Chaco Golden Knee Tarantula, named Goldie, here at the zoo. She is so 
docile and easygoing, that she makes very easy work of presenting her to groups of 
kids. 
Chaco Golden Knees are New World tarantulas, which means that she comes from 
the western hemisphere, whereas Old World tarantulas come from the eastern hemi-
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$28 Zoo Fun Pack  
Great gift idea! The Zoo Fun Pack offers 
the following benefits at a $6 savings! 
• 2 admission tickets
• 2 Endangered Species Carousel tickets
• 2 snow cone tickets
• 4 Z.O. & O. Express Train tickets
Call the zoo (421-7435) to purchase your 
Fun Pack today!

Animal Adoptions
The Zoo Parent Program helps feed and 
care for the animals throughout the year. 
Adoption amounts range from $10 for 
a hissing cockroach to $75 for penguins 
and wolves! Benefits include a personal

-

ized adoption certificate, subscription to 
the Critter Chatter newsletter, and invita-
tion to the annual Zoo Parents Picnic.

Mobile Zoo
Share the gift of animal education with 
your child’s or grandchild’s school by 
sponsoring a mobile zoo visit! Animals 
and themes are customized according to 
student age and curriculum. Cost is $80 
for a presentation for up to 30 children. 
Additional mileage fees may apply.  Call 
421-7435 for more information! 

 

 

Our Penguins
Amanda Huy 
Scovill Zoo is home to 14 Humboldt penguins, a species of penguin native to 
South America. They can be found along the coasts of Chile and Peru, and they 
get their name from the Humboldt Current that flows there in the Pacific Ocean. 
The Humboldt Current is a cold water current that carries a lot of nutrients, 
which leads to it being home to a lot of fish, making it 
the perfect location for Humboldt penguins to hunt. 
They feed almost exclusively on fish, and the largest 
part of their diet is anchovies. Penguins are well 
adapted to hunting in the water, their torpedo-shaped 
bodies and wings adapted into stiff flippers allow 
them to move quickly while still being agile under 
water. Like many species of bird, penguins have a 
transparent third eyelid, known as a nictitating mem-
brane, which closes across their eye so they can protect their eyes but still be 
able to see while they’re underwater. Unlike many species of bird, penguins do 
not have hollow bones; having solid bones makes it easier for them to dive.
Our penguins are some of my favorite animals to work with because they have 
big personalities. They’re definitely the sassiest animals I work with every day, 

and they can be very headstrong. But they are all 
different in their own way, too. Mama Quilla is 
always very sweet, whereas Sólo can be sweet but 
prefers to pester me by pulling on my keys or my 
radio antenna while I’m trying to clean. John Henry 
is our handsomest penguin and he’s very laid-back, 
while Whit is very picky about which humans he 
likes. They can be tough to work with sometimes, 
too. We just went through what’s called 
catastrophic molt, where the penguins lose every 
single feather they have and grow in fresh, undam-
aged ones, and that makes for a lot of extra clean-
ing. Regardless, they make me smile when they’re 

being moody and they make me laugh when they get excited and porpoise in and 
out of the water. They all mean a lot to me and it’s a privilege to work with them 
and educate our visitors about them every day.

sphere and are fast, can deliver a very painful bite, and are not as hairy as the 
New World tarantulas.  New World tarantulas use the hairs that cover their body 
as a special defense mechanism; they have the ability to flick these little urticat-
ing hairs off of their abdomen and into the direction of a possible threat (like a 
predator).  These little hairs can embed themselves into an animal’s eyes and skin 
and can cause a lot of discomfort! Ouch! Goldie is a wonderful ambassador for 
tarantulas and can easily make the most fearful visitor, warm up to her quickly. 


