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tion following our 2011 accreditation, 
Jim Maddy, AZA President & CEO, said 
the standards for accreditation are always 
changing, and if we stay the same, we 
might not pass the next time. The status 
quo is simply not enough. Scovill Zoo 
is always seeking to improve. We have a 
new penguin exhibit, entrance archway, 
concession building, and restroom. If we 
are re-accredited, the AZA sticker on our 
front window will mean we are meeting 
the same high standards as the St. Louis 
Zoo, Columbus Zoo, Indianapolis Zoo 
and many other zoos across the country. 
This is important because we know that 
animals coming from or going to accred-
ited zoos receive excellent care at excel-
lent facilities.  

The Association of Zoos and Aquariums 
(AZA) inspects each of its 228 member zoos 
on a five-year rotation. 2016 is Scovill Zoo’s 
turn, along with several dozen zoos and aquar-
iums across the country. Scovill Zoo passed its 
first accreditation in 2001 and again in 2006 
and 2011. Each accreditation requires the 
completion of a 28-page questionnaire cover-
ing conservation, education, finances, guest 
services, safety, staff, vet care, and, of course, 
animals. Inspectors will review our policies, 
procedures, practices, and lists. Staff at Scovill 
Zoo have already begun preparing the paper-
work required, and once that is completed, 
the fun begins! We will be painting, clean-
ing, organizing, tweaking, and de-cluttering 
to get ready for a Summer 2016 inspection. 
Since Scovill Zoo has passed before, why are 
we working so hard to prepare? At a recep-

Boo at the Zoo
Jack-o’-lanterns, treat stations, 
talking pumpkins, and more!  
Kids will collect treats at ten 
stations while parents enjoy the 
decorations and excited faces 
as their kids venture through 
the zoo. Take a ride on the 
Endangered Species Carousel 
and Fright Night Express. Non-
spooky train rides are scheduled 
before 6:30 pm.  

Boo Dates/Times
October 23 & 26 - 30 
5:30 - 8 p.m.

October 17 - 18, 24 - 25
3 - 8 p.m. 

3 - 6 p.m. on Halloween

Admission*
$4.50/person - treats
$3.50/person - no treats
FREE for children under 2 not 
collecting treats. 
*Friends of the Zoo are asked to visit 
Boo at the Zoo free only once. 

Z.O. & O. Express Train 
$2.50 General public
$2.00 FOZ members

Carousel 
$2.00 General public
$1.50 FOZ members 

Guess Who’s Coming to Visit? by Ken Frye, Zoo Director

Hatched last year at Scovill Zoo, screech owls 
Acorn and Spruce have settled into their role as 
mobile zoo regulars. Standing 6 inches tall and 
weighing just 7 ounces (the weight of a roll of nick-
els!), these adorable, full-grown birds never fail to 
impress kids and adults alike. Screech owls are also 
on display next to the red panda exhibit.  If you’d 
like to become a mobile zoo volunteer, call Maggie 
Duewerth, Education & Volunteer Coordinator.

Mobile Zoo Additions

End of Season Wrap
Welcome to the roller coaster ride of Sco-
vill Zoo! We climbed a hill in April, zoomed 
through May and June, went a little upside 
down in a rainy July and rushed through the 
August curve into a gentile uphill slope in 
September. As we look forward to the next 
turn, we see the screeching halt of the sea-
son’s end, just past Boo at the Zoo. With the 
2014 season attendance ranking the 4th high-

est in zoo history, we knew that in 2015, 
we would be challenged to equal that suc-
cess. Reaching 100,000 visitors for the 
year IS possible! Thanks to all who came 
to the zoo this year. Please bring your 
friends, neighbors and distant relatives 
to Boo at the Zoo to help us reach our 
100,000 visitor goal! 
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Rain Doesn’t Dampen Zoo-rific! by Jill Applebee

but those attending still enjoyed wonder-
ful food, the Gamma Phi Circus from 
Illinois State University, and a guest ap-
pearance from one talented Chihuahua, 
all while supporting the ongoing efforts 
of Scovill Zoo.” A special thanks goes to 
committee members, Park District staff, 
zoo staff and volunteers, Neuhoff Media 
and sponsors, restaurants and food do-
nors, auction contributors, and Brandy 
Brown who was our 2015 Zoo-rific Chair. 
This year marked the 6th year of Zoo-rif-
ic, and the event raised over $40,000 for 
Scovill Zoo. 

On August 24, over 
200 people enjoyed 
Zoo-rific Evening at 

Scovill Zoo. Guests were 
treated to special encoun-

ters with our flamingos, 
some fed the sloth, and oth-
ers had the chance to interact 
with the camel. Dr. Bill Van 

Alstine, Decatur Parks 
Foundation Board 

President, said, “The 
rain may have interfered 

with some of our plans, 
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Bald Eagle, Prairie by Dave Webster, Assistant Zoo Director/General Curator

Zoo visitors easily recognize our two adult 
Alaskan bald eagles, Abby and Quin, but 
many are confused by the newest resi-
dent of our eagle exhibit, a dark brown 
bird named “Prairie.” Is the 
bird a hawk, a golden eagle, or 
something else? Actually, Prai-
rie is a young bald eagle, lack-
ing the white head and tail of 
the adults. Even as a youngster, 
Prairie has his full body size, 
but he won’t get his white head 
and tail feathers until he is 
about 5 years old. Young bald 
eagles are often misidentified 
as golden eagles, because both 
are mostly dark brown and are 
about the same size. On closer examina-
tion, there are significant differences in 
color patterns, beak color and size, and 
feather distribution. The lower legs of 
bald eagles lack feathers, an adaptation 
for catching their main prey, fish. If bald 
eagles had feathers on the lower legs, the 
feathers would just get wet.  In contrast, 
golden eagles have feathers all the way 
down to their toes. They hunt terrestrial 
prey. In Illinois, golden eagles hunt squir-
rels, rabbits, and wild turkeys. They even 
sometimes kill white-tailed deer. Bald 
eagles are year-round residents of Illinois, 
and are especially abundant in winter 

when northern bald eagles migrate here 
to fish in our rivers. Golden eagles arrive 
in winter from their breeding grounds in 
the arctic. So how did Prairie get here? 

In early February, 
Prairie was found 
with a broken 
wing in a field near 
Peoria. Staff from 
Wildlife Prairie 
Park took him to 
the vet clinic at the 
University of Illi-
nois. For the next 
few weeks, veteri-
narians treated him 

with antibiotics and fluids to fight infec-
tion. The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
was contacted to get permission for wing 
amputation and permanent placement in 
a zoo. In early March, Prairie’s badly dam-
aged left wing was amputated, and three 
months of post-op care followed. Here 
at Scovill Zoo, a volunteer constructed a 
new shelter for Prairie. Four months and 
a day after he was found on the ground, 
he settled into his new permanent home 
at Scovill Zoo. How old is Prairie? We’re 
not certain, but we’ll have a better idea 
when his head and tail turn white some-
time in the future, and he’ll look like 
exhibit-mates Abby and Quin.

Park District Parties!
Looking for a unique spot for your 

next party or special event? Try  
Overlook Adventure Mini Golf, the 

DISC, Poage Arts & Rec Center, and 
Scovill Zoo!
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Welcome, New Keepers!

$20 Zoo Fun Pack  
Looking for a great gift for the animal lov-
er in your family? The Zoo Fun Pack of-
fers the following benefits at a $7 savings! 
• 2 admission tickets
• 2 Endangered Species Carousel tokens
• 2 snow cone tickets
• 4 Z.O. & O. Express Train tickets
Call the zoo (421-7435) or visit the Gift 
Shop to purchase your Fun Pack today!

Animal Adoptions
Adopt your favorite animal at Scovill Zoo! 
The money given to our Zoo Parent Pro-
gram helps feed and care for the animals 
throughout the year. Donation amounts 
range from $15 for peafowl, zebu and 
glass lizards to $75 for penguins. Benefits 
include a personalized adoption certifi-
cate, subscription to the Critter Chatter 
newsletter, and invitation to the annual 
Zoo Parents picnic.

Mobile Zoo
Want to win the hearts of your child’s or 
grandchild’s classmates? Purchase a mo-
bile zoo for their classroom over the win-
ter! Animals and themes are customized 
according to student age and curriculum. 
Cost is $55 for a classroom presentation 
for up to 30 children.  Additional pre-
sentation charges and mileage may apply.  
Call 421-7535 for more information! 

by Jill Applebee

Kevin Rairdin, Grace Erker and Brad Yetter enjoy a 
laugh as they tidy up their exibits at Scovill zoo.

How do you introduce a slightly aggres-
sive, 15 year-old female camel to a one 
year-old male? That was our dilemma 
over the past 9 months! When Jack, the 
Bactrian camel, arrived last November, 
he weighed just over 600 pounds.  Mona-
Sasha tips the scales at a bone-crushing 
2,000 pounds. If we had put them to-
gether right away, we worried that Mona-
Sasha would squash Jack like a cricket! 
Our plan was to make the introduction 
minimal and gradual. At first, the camels 
could touch noses and get a good sniff 
of each other. Then they became 
fence neighbors. Over the winter, 
Jack gained weight, and by August, 
he was ready to be introducted to 
Mona-Sasha. As the big day arrived, 
the keepers put extra hay in the 
camel yard. As Mona-Sasha was eat-
ing, they brought Jack into the yard, 
too.  At first, the two ignored each 
other. Jack finally walked over by 

Mona-Sasha and picked up a mouthful 
of hay. The most exciting thing about the 
introduction was seeing the two standing 
near each other and chewing. It was anti-
climactic, almost boring to watch, and it 
was absolutely beautiful. Could we have 
introduced the camels earlier in the sum-
mer and gotten the same results? Maybe. 
But we are very pleased to have them to-
gether now, behaving comfortably and 
peacefully. We are even more pleased 
we didn’t have to scrape up a squashed 
camel cricket!     

Camel Conundrum by Ken Frye

Friend of the Zoo memberships are the 
best deal around! Members receive free 
admission to Scovill Zoo; discounts on 
gift shop merchandise, education classes, 
and birthday parties; an invitation to our 
Members Only Picnic; exclusive access 
to our Breakfast with the Easter Bunny 
event; discounted rates for the train and 
carousel; and free or discounted admis-
sion to more than 150 zoos and aquari-
ums nationwide! At only $40 for an 
individual or grandparent and $78 for 
a family, the membership pays for itself 
within a few visits.  

Be a Friend of the Zoo!

This summer, Scovill Zoo transitioned 
three part-time keepers to full-time po-
sitions. A St. Louis native, Grace Erker 
recently earned a BS in University Stud-
ies from SIU Carbondale. Previous ex-
periences include interning with the St. 
Louis Zoo bird department, hosting a sea 
lion show, and working as a ski lift opera-
tor in California. At Scovill Zoo, Grace 
works with the red pandas and the pen-
guins. “Chief,” the penguin, is her favor-
ite. Kevin Rairdin received a 
bachelor’s degree in Biology 
with a Zoology option from 
Western Illinois University. 
Kevin has had internships at 
the Blank Park Zoo and the 
Minnesota Zoo. At Scovill 
Zoo, Kevin works with the 
camels and tamarins, with 
the camels being his favorite. 
Kevin grew up in Alburnett, 
Iowa. Brad Yetter grew up 

in Oreana and has attended EIU, study-
ing biology. He has worked part-time at 
Scovill Zoo for eight years. Brad’s concen-
tration includes reptiles, mobile zoo ani-
mals, and the petting zoo. The alligators 
are his favorites. Please say hello to the 
new full-time keepers during your next 
visit to the zoo!
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Mark Your Calendars!

-

PJ Party with Santa! 
Saturday, December 12, 2015 
1 - 3 p.m. or 5 - 7 p.m.  
Kids aged 3 - 10 can bring their favorite pillow and wear 
their pajamas as they make unique art masterpieces, decorate 
cookies, meet some zoo animal friends, and listen to a story 
from Santa and Mrs. Claus. Bring your camera! Fee is $12 ($15 for 
non-residents). To register, call 421-7435 or visit scovillzoo.com.  

2016 Zoo Open   
Friday, May 20 at Red Tail Run   
Mark your calendars now for the 2016 Scovill Zoo Open, marking the 10th 
anniversary of Red Tail Run! You’ll enjoy a great day of golf, lunch on the patio, 
prizes, music, afternoon reception, and a surprise special guest! All proceeds 
benefit Scovill Zoo. For more information, call Kurt Rogers at 422-2211. Join us!

2016 Zoo-rific Evening at Scovill Zoo 
5 - 9 p.m., Saturday, August 27  
Save the date for the 2016 Zoo-rific Evening at Scovill Zoo, featuring delicious hors 
d’oeuvres, animal encounters, entertainment, and amazing auction packages! For 
details or sponsorship information, call the Foundation office at 422-5911.  

FALL 2015
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Train
$2.50 Non-Members
$2.00 FOZ Members

Carousel 
$2.00 Non-Members
$1.50  FOZ Members

Weekdays
Oct. 23 & 26-30 • 5:30-8 p.m.

Saturdays & Sundays
Oct. 17-18, 24-25 • 3-8 p.m.

Halloween
Oct. 31 • 3-6 p.m.

The first 200 visitors receive a  Del’s caramel apple and 
Perkins Restaurant fresh-baked cookie!

Admission
$4.50 Collecting Treats
$3.50 No Treats
Under Age 2 - No Treats - Free


