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butterfly.  As time 
went by, differ-
ent planting 
methods have 
resulted in no 
weeds in the 
fields.  Nowadays 
I’ve learned to fight my ingrained  
instinct to chop down milkweeds. 
We have patches of them around the 
zoo. I have a patch by my mailbox at 
home. At the zoo next spring, we will  
create a display of native plants and  
signage along our zebra path, touting the 
benefits of these plants for our bees and 
butterflies. We will be working with the 
Department of Natural Resources on the 
display. Their website (DNR.illinois.gov) 
has wonderful information about how you 
can help these important pollinators. As  
noted earlier, the Monarch butterfly is 
our State insect. In 1974, a 3rd grade 
Dennis School class proposed the insect 
to the Illinois General Assembly, and the 
bill was signed by Governor Dan Walk-
er in 1975. Monarchs are important to  
Central Illinois. John Lennon said, “Give 
peace a chance.” We’re asking you to give  
milkweed a chance. The butterflies will  
appreciate it.  

Pete Seeger, folk singers Peter, Paul, & Mary, 
and the Kingston Trio sang “Where Have All 
the Flowers Gone” in the 60’s. Although this 
was more of a peace movement song, it still 
plays in my head when thinking about butter-
flies and bees. Native weeds and flowers are 
important to insects. The milkweed in partic-
ular is part of the Monarch butterfly’s lifeline. 
The adult feeds on the nectar of a variety of 
plants but lays eggs exclusively on the milk-
weed. After 3 - 5  days, the caterpillar hatches 
from the egg and feeds on the plant. The  
caterpillar eats for a couple weeks and then 
makes a chrysalis or cocoon. Ten to fourteen 
days later, the butterfly emerges, continuing to 
eat and lay eggs until its migratory trip to Mex-
ico in the fall. When I was growing up in rural 
Macon County,  I spent many hours, days, and 
weeks “walking beans,” cutting out volunteer 
corn stalks, grass, broadleaf weeds, and milk-
weeds.  If we caught the farmer at a generous  
moment, we could make upwards of $3, 
sometimes $4 an hour. If the farmer was out 
in the sun a little too much that day, we could  
occasionally rake in five dollars an hour! Insane  
wages! I was rich! Making the cash was on my 

mind more than 
the life cycle of 
the State insect, 
the Monarch  

Boo at the Zoo
Jack-o’-lanterns, treats, talking 
pumpkins, Endangered Species 
Carousel, and Fright Night 
Express!  Kids will receive goodies 
at ten treat stations while parents 
enjoy the festive decorations. 
 
Boo Dates/Times
October 14 , 21, 27 & 28
5:30 - 8 p.m.

October 15, 16, 22, 23, 29, 30
3 - 8 p.m. 

Closed on Halloween

Admission*
$4.75/person - treats
$3.75/person - no treats
FREE for kids under age 2 not 
collecting treats.
*Friends of the Zoo are asked to visit 
Boo at the Zoo free only once. 

Z.O. & O. Express Train 
$2.50 General public
$2.00 FOZ members
Non-spooky train rides are 
scheduled before 6:30 p.m.

Carousel 
$2.00 General public
$1.50 FOZ members 

Monarch Music by Ken Frye, Zoo Director

DMH Shares Butterflies

requested the insects to commemorate the hospital’s 100th  

The 2016 Zoo-rific Evening in Key West kicked off with the  
unveiling of a beautiful new display at Scovill Zoo,  
featuring 15 butterflies permanently loaned to Decatur Memorial  
Hospital by the Smithsonian. DMH president & CEO Tim Stone  

anniversary and pay homage to founder Dr. William Barnes, who 
had amassed the largest collection of butterflies in the world. Stone  
selected Scovill Zoo as the butterflies’ permanent home so they 

would be shared with children in our community. Thank you, DMH!  
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Monkey Talk by Heather Purdeu

You may have noticed some changes 
in our South American exhibits this  
season! Our spider monkeys were moved 
into the exhibit that previously housed 
white-nosed coatis to make room for new 
black howler monkeys. “Paco” is an 8 
year-old male from Omaha’s Henry Door-
ly Zoo, and “Andi” is a 3 year-old female 
from the San Antonio Zoo. Black howler 
monkeys are managed by an SSP (spe-
cies survival plan), and more institutions 
are needed to house this unique species. 
Since our two female coatis are leaving 
for a zoo in Albany, Georgia, we thought 
that another South American primate 
would make a great addition to Scovill 
Zoo! Black howler monkeys are found in 
central South America and are named 
for their loud vocalizations that can be 
heard over 3 miles away!  They have an  
enlarged hyoid bone which helps produce 
roars and barks that are used to mark  
territory.  Howler monkeys are also sexu-

ally dimorphic, so the males are black in 
color while females are gold. They spend 
a lot of their day eating leaves, so you may 
see our zookeepers feeding them grape 
vines, mulberry branches, and other 
types of browse. They have prehensile 
tails to assist them as they move around 
in the trees. Paco and Andi have adapted 
well at Scovill Zoo and can usually be 
seen hanging out in their honey locust 
tree. Be sure to stop by their exhibit and 
check them out!

Park District Parties!
Looking for a unique spot for your  

next party or special event? 
Consider Overlook Adventure Mini Golf,  

the DISC, Poage Arts & Rec Center, 
and Scovill Zoo!

When it comes to moving zoo animals, 
flying isn’t the only way to travel, but it 
is often the best way. Almost all animals 
acquired by accredited zoos are born in 
other zoos, so thousands of animals move 
across the U.S. each year. Travel can be 
stressful for people, and the same holds 
for animals. Weeks before the planned 
transport, our veterinarian gives each 
departing animal a physical exam and 
performs tests required by government 
regulations or requested by the receiving 
zoo. A completed health certificate must 
accompany the animal during transport. 
Shipping crates meet specific standards 
for strength, size, and material, and vary 
according to the kind of animal being 
transported. We often use plastic pet 
kennels that are modified with screen 
coverings to make sure human fingers 
can’t reach into the crate, and animal 
teeth, paws, and claws can’t reach out. 
Breathable burlap covers doors and 
grates to darken the interior and obscure 

outside movements to help keep the 
animal calm. Carrier tops are padded 
for jumping animals like wallabies. Our  
registrar, Heather, generally looks for early  
morning, non-stop flights and re-
views upcoming weather forecasts to 
make sure the animal won’t get too 
hot or too cold during its travels, or be  
delayed by inclement weather. Animals 
fly in the cargo hold of the plane, right 
below where you are sitting if you are a  
passenger on the same plane. Currently, 
we have two animal transports planned: 
a female crowned crane arriving from 
southern Florida, and two coatis leaving 
for Albany, Georgia.  Both trips have been 
planned for months, and temperatures 
in the southern states are just now start-
ing to cool enough to ship the animals.  
Medical tests are complete, health  
certificates are signed, and crates are 
ready. We’re keeping our fingers crossed 
that there are no airline computer  
glitches or air traffic delays. Happy flying!

Now Boarding! by Dave Webster
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Zoo-rific Evening, Key West Style! by Brandy Brown

mimics the chilly waters of their native 
habitat. They also spend a great deal of 
time basking in the sun on the surround-

ing rock. All ten penguins 
have formed mating pairs 
and can be seen standing 
together in groups of two 
throughout the year. Al-
though cohesive as a group, 
individuals can be protec-
tive of their mate and will 
let off a loud braying sound 
to warn the others to stay 
away. As penguins are very 
curious, their favorite activ-
ity is interacting with guests 

through the windows surrounding their 
exhibit. 

A Day in the Life of a Penguin by Grace Erker

The penguins at Scovill Zoo begin ev-
ery morning with a greeting from their 
keeper and a bucket of fish. They are 
fed a saltwater fish called 
capelin three times a day, 
as well as their favorite 
treat fish which includes 
herring, smelt and rain-
bow trout. Because Hum-
boldt penguins are found 
in the temperate climate 
of South America, they 
spend the majority of 
their time outdoors. Visi-
tors will often see the 
penguins swimming in 
their exhibit pool, which is kept cold 
by an extensive life support system that 

On August 27, over 300 guests took a 
magical trip to Key West during Zoo-
rific Evening at Scovill Zoo. While there, 
they enjoyed delicious samplings from 7 
local restaurants, street performers and 
musicians in “Mallory Square,” and one-
of-a-kind animal encounters. The high-

l i g h t of the evening: chicken races, 

where guests cheered on their particular  
favorite for the win! The evening ended 
with an auction of unique artwork, jewelry, 
food, birdhouses, behind-the-scenes zoo 
packages, and a hand-crafted pirate ship  
playhouse. Special thanks to the gener-
ous sponsors, restaurants, zoo staff and  
volunteers, auction item contribu-
tors, and the planning committee who 
all made this evening a great success. 
$56,000 was raised to benefit Scovill Zoo. 

The American Association of Zoo Keep-
ers (AAZK) chapter at Scovill Zoo is an 
active group. The keepers purchase and 
use enrichment “toys” for the animals, 
keep a local section of highway litter free, 
and raise money for projects at the zoo 
and in the wild. We have supported Polar 
Bear International, Snow Leopard Trust, 
Red Panda Network, Wolf Park, and the 
Ethiopian Wolf Project. This summer, 
the chapter made a contribution to the 
Baton Rouge zoo keeper flood relief  
effort. How do we raise the money to  

support these 
projects? We 
sell hot choco-
late and baked 
goods at vari-
ous zoo functions. On  
November 4 at 6:30 p.m., we will 
host a “Paint Like Me” party at the zoo! 
“Winter Owl” is the painting design. 
Cost is $30, and $10 of each entry will 
benefit AAZK. Please join us for a fun 
event that will help support animals at 
Scovill Zoo and around the world. 

AAZK Paint Like Me 

Wednesday, November 9 
2:00 p.m. in the Ed Center

$21 Zoo Fun Pack  
Great gift idea! The Zoo Fun Pack offers 
the following benefits at a $7 savings! 
• 2 admission tickets
• 2 Endangered Species Carousel tokens
• 2 snow cone tickets
• 4 Z.O. & O. Express Train tickets
Call the zoo (421-7435) to purchase your 
Fun Pack today!

Animal Adoptions
The Zoo Parent Program helps feed and 
care for the animals throughout the year. 
Adoption amounts range from $15 for 
peafowl, zebu and glass lizards to $75 for 
penguins. Benefits include a personalized 
adoption certificate, subscription to the 
Critter Chatter newsletter, and invitation 
to the annual Zoo Parents Picnic.

Mobile Zoo
Share the gift of animal education with 
your child’s or grandchild’s school by 
sponsoring a mobile zoo visit! Animals 
and themes are customized according to 
student age and curriculum. Cost is $60 
for a presentation for up to 30 children. 
Additional mileage fees may apply.  Call 
421-7535 for more information! 

Donations accepted for animal conservation. 

FREE MOVIE!

Friend of the Zoo memberships are the 
best deal around! Members receive free  
zoo admission; discounts on gift shop 
merchandise, train and carousel; Mem-
bers Only Picnic; Breakfast with the Eas-
ter Bunny; and discounted admission to 
150+ zoos and aquariums nationwide! At 
only $40 for an individual and $78 for 
a family, the membership pays for itself 
within a few visits.  

Be a Friend of the Zoo!
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Mark Your Calendars!

-

PJ Party with Santa! 
Saturday, December 10, 2016 
1 - 3 p.m. or 5 - 7 p.m.  
Santa is coming to Scovill Zoo! Bring your favorite pillow, 
wear your PJ’s, and visit with Santa and Mrs. Claus while 
you make an ornament, decorate cookies, and enjoy a 
special animal presentation. Bring your camera! Fee is 
$12 for residents/$15 for non-residents. To register, call 
421-7435 or visit scovillzoo.com.  

2017 Decatur Parks Foundation Scovill Zoo Open   
Friday, May 19 at Hickory Point Golf Course   
Mark your calendars now for the 2017 Scovill Zoo Open! You’ll enjoy a great day 
of golf, lunch on the patio, prizes, music, and afternoon reception! All proceeds 
benefit Scovill Zoo. For details, call Kurt Rogers at 422-2211. Join us!

2017 Zoo-rific Evening in Las Vegas! 
5:30 - 9 p.m., Saturday, August 26  
Save the date for the 2017 Zoo-rific Evening at Scovill Zoo, featuring a new Las 
Vegas theme! Hors d’oeuvres, animal encounters, entertainment, and amazing 
auction packages! For sponsorship info, call the Foundation office at 422-5911.  
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